Family and Marriage 9.10.06                                                                      
Throw-away Society Spreads to Family

“Love is what you've been through with somebody.” -- James Thurber
“The more you invest in marriage, the more valuable it becomes.” -- Amy Grant
“You know very well that love is, above all, the gift of oneself!” -- Ardele (1949)

We live in a throw-away society. If something breaks, we tend to throw it away and buy a new one. Very little effort is put into fixing what’s broken.  It seems to have lost its value.  This “dispose when no longer useful” behavior has also spilled over into our relationships. 

In the case of marriages and families, the marriage relationship has suffered loss of value and respect from continual cultural influences along with changes in the divorce laws over the past 50 years. In today’s society, as a 2004 Barna Group study concluded, there are as many divorces among born again Christians as there are amongst non-christians.
Many young people today do not intend to get married at all, or plan on living together before they get married.  And cohabiting simply increases the likelihood of marital problems and ultimate failure.  Why do our young people view marriage this way?  Primarily because they see very few good marriage role models.  Our own homes are often a source of discouragement rather than encouragement. The entertainment media certainly doesn’t portray marriage in a good light, if at all.  

Are marriages and families still valuable to our society, to churches, to individuals, to children? There is a widespread conviction that we must return to valuing the marriage and family relationship and end the cycle of broken hearts and broken homes.

But how can a marriage stay intact and the family be the nurturing haven it was designed to be? In a word, it’s called Love. But the word “love” has been redefined and maligned by so many that I offer my own definition. 

True Love is Unconditional:

** Love that accepts others for who they are, rather than what they do, or how they look, or how much money they have, or how happy they make us.  
** Love that puts 100% into the relationship, no matter what the other person does. 
** Love that puts self second and the other first. Whether you call it our “sin nature,” or survival of the fittest, we naturally put ourselves first.

However, the kind of love described above is extremely difficult to learn. It doesn’t come from inside of us, but comes from outside. For example: It’s almost like trying to lift oneself off the ground. If we stand on a belt and use our hands to pull the ends upwards with all our strength, we won’t be able to raise ourselves up one millimeter. No matter how hard we try, we can’t.

On the other hand, if something or someone else comes alongside and puts power into us – we see and experience unconditional love. We can then begin to move outside of our selfish nature with an unselfish love. God showed us that kind of unconditional love. And hopefully we have others in our lives who demonstrate that kind of love to us. 

Marriages and families should be built on this kind of love. Otherwise, they in all likelihood will not weather the storms of life and will remain unhealthy battlegrounds. 

The quotes above talk about “investing” making marriage more “valuable” and the most important “love” being the “gift of oneself.” The only “value” anyone has is what they can do for someone else. Marriage and family relationships are valuable. Unconditional love provides the intrinsic value which says, “We can love because we are loved.” 
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