Family and Marriage 8/12/07R
Honoring One Another with Respect and Love

“Respect a man, and he will do all the more.” – John Wooden

“Husbands, love your wives as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her.” – The Bible

“It seems like such a small thing, but it happens all the time so maybe it’s important. Last night my husband and I were exhausted. We each had really bad days and all we wanted to do was relax in front of the TV. Well, he settled into the big old recliner he likes so much, and I curled up on the couch with a quilt over me.

As soon as we both were settled and comfortable, the phone rang. Neither of us moved. After about three rings, my husband said in his most tired voice, “Honey, could you get it?”

Well, I immediately felt irritated. I knew he was going to ask me to get up. I was tired too, and I feel like I’m always the one who waits on him, like he thinks that’s my role or something. So I said, ‘I just got comfortable. I wish you’d get it this time.’

Well, you would have thought I asked him to run to the store at midnight. He stared at me for a second with utter disgust, then he got up. But by the time he reached the phone, it had stopped ringing.  We barely said a word to each other the rest of the evening. Was I wrong? Am I supposed to get the phone just because he tells me to?”

The above scenario is taken from the book “Men and Women: Enjoying the Difference” by Larry Crabb. Let’s look at it from the perspective we’ve been using the last couple of weeks: respect and love. We’ve pointed out that men are driven more by the need for respect and women by the need for love. What would you have told the couple if they were your close friends?

Let me suggest the following: there is no direct solution to the above scenario. It’s almost like the farmer looking at all the pigs and chickens running loose in the barn yard when the barn door was left open. Which should he go after first? Well, probably all of them, eventually. In order to prevent another occurrence the real question to answer is how the barn door got left open.

If true unconditional love and unconditional respect were being practiced in the above relationship, they would have found each other at the phone, had a good laugh, answered the phone, and then given each other a hug. Or maybe ignored the phone.

The following quote is from the book “The Christian Couple” by Larry Christenson. “The courtesy which a husband shows toward his wife, the way he honors her before the children, his open and evident esteem for her, is the foundation upon which the wife’s respect and trust in her husband is built.”

Dr. Emerson Eggerichs, in “Love and Respect” outlines the following principles that make for better relationships and help meet these needs that are unique to men and women. 
For wives to feel loved: they need to feel close and connected to their husbands, to be involved, with face-to-face contact; they want open and frequent communication; they want to be understood, not necessarily “fixed”; they want to hear “I’m sorry”; they want loyalty and commitment; they want to be cherished.

For husbands to feel respected: they need to be appreciated for their work and achievements; their desire to protect and provide needs to be recognized; their role in both serving and leading needs to be understood; their drive to analyze and “fix” needs to be appreciated; their need for “silent” presence needs to be accepted, not so much face-to-face, but shoulder-to-shoulder; their desire for sexual intimacy needs to be fulfilled.

Remember, above all, honor one another. It makes for better relationships.
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