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Esteeming One Another

“Passionate love, I take it, rarely lasts long, and is very troublesome while it does last. Mutual esteem is very much more valuable.” – Anthony Trollope

“Ties of blood are not always ties of friendship; but friendship founded on merit, on esteem, and on mutual trust, becomes more vital and more tender when strengthened by the ties of blood. – Philip Dormer Stanhope.” - 4th Earl Chesterfield

Many years ago, people on an island in the Pacific Ocean observed an unusual custom. A prospective husband paid a family a certain number of cows for their daughter to become his wife. The standard price was three cows for a bride. If she was exceptional, the price might go as high as five cows.

In one family there were two daughters. The older one was what the family (and others) considered a loser, a reject. The father would have been glad to accept two cows for her, and in fact would have let her go for no cows. The younger sister was a charming beauty.

A man looking for a wife came to visit the family, and everyone expected that he was seeking the younger daughter. But no, he came calling on the older daughter. And he offered TEN cows for her. The father almost had a heart attack, but quickly consented. The couple went off for an extended honeymoon.

When the couple returned everyone recognized the groom, but the bride – could it be the same person? She was beautiful – graceful, poised, confident. What happened? The reality is that the instant the husband paid ten cows for his wife, she became a ten-cow wife.

The above story is found in Zig Ziglar’s book, Courtship After Marriage.  Is it a legend? Maybe, but the truth of the story is acted out all the time in our lives. Do you treat your spouse or your children as if they are worth ten cows, or one cow?

Larry Christenson, in his classic book The Christian Family, says “Mutual esteem, and a correct appreciation of the place which God has assigned to each, are the primary conditions of happiness in marriage.” He goes on to say “Esteem is an essential element of love. If absent, love ceases to be love; a mere passion remains.”

Esteeming one another is another way of honoring one another, a concept we have frequently discussed in this column. Honoring one another is such an important ingredient to healthy family relationships that it deserves frequent reinforcement.

To illustrate further, let me delve for a moment into a subject that really requires much more time and space. There are two primary forces that drive the world: love (in the sense of valuing others) and hate (in the sense of using/abusing others). Hitler used hate. Martin Luther King, Mother Teresa, and Jesus embody the word love.

I have personally worked in both situations, with individuals that use love as the motivating force and those that use hate, or fear, to drive others. Love is much more effective in the long run, and certainly much more pleasant.

We must decide how we are going to function in our families, since ultimately our relationships will fit into one of the two above categories. We can choose to use and abuse others in our family as tools to accomplish our own purpose, or we can choose to esteem and honor others, the byproduct being our own development and ultimate success.

To quote Larry Christenson again, “..we train love to be the willing servant of our marriage. This kind of love does not grow in the sandy soil of our immediate feelings. It roots down in the rich subsoil of mutual esteem.” Contrary to contemporary thinking, much of the real joy in marriage comes from giving, not getting. We must remind ourselves constantly that we have a ten-cow wife/husband/children. Our relationships will improve tremendously, and that’s what it is all about.
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