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Believe it or not, standards do matter in today’s world

Truth never turns to rebuke falsehood; her own straightforwardness is the severest correction. – Henry David Thoreau

Truth never damages a cause that is just. – Mohandas K. Gandhi

Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart: - Bible

Some time ago I was listening to young music students practicing a song together. They thought they were doing quite well, but they had one problem. Their music instructor wanted them to play at a particular tempo and hence had asked them to use a metronome, which gives a very clear and well-defined beat. They seemed to be together with each other but not with the metronome. So their solution was to turn off the metronome. They would then meet their expectations ---- but not those of the instructor.

We can all identify with the students. It’s much easier to cruise through life without having to meet any external standard or requirement. We may find ourselves getting off course, but if we never had a particular course in the first place, it doesn’t matter.

To quote Alice and the Cat (Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland – Lewis Carroll)
“Would you tell me, please, which way I ought to go from here?”
“That depends a good deal on where you want to get to,” said the Cat.
“I don’t much care where—” said Alice.
“Then it doesn’t matter which way you go,” said the Cat.

If we want to function well with other people, however, it is important to recognize the existence of standards and requirements, whether or not we like the restrictions that are then imposed on us.

Suppose you buy a car in Aiken, head off for a long vacation, and while you are in California the thingamajig on your car breaks. You go down to the local auto repair shop, get a new thingamajig installed, and off you go. In that case you are very happy that both your original thingamajig and the new thingamajig were designed to the same standard.

We must recognize the need for standards in our behaviors as well. It’s very easy to drift off course otherwise. We and our children need to be constantly reminded that “it does matter which way you go.”

Again, consider the physical world as an example. When our children approach a hot pan, we warn them of the consequences of touching the hot part of the pan. We make sure they know the correct way to pick up the pan – either using its handle or with a hot pad. In this case right and wrong are defined as the painless and the painful way to touch the pan.

When our children play with other children, when they watch TV, when they get on the Internet, do we warn them of a right and a wrong way to interact with others? Do we instruct about what is right and wrong on the TV or the Internet? For that matter, have we established the concept of right and wrong with our children --- or with ourselves?

If we fail to establish and apply standards or requirements for ourselves and our children, we engender and even enhance the idea that anything goes --- and that nothing really matters.  This concept and the application thereof are extremely hazardous to self and to society.

It is highly recommended that we all establish for ourselves and our families standards and requirements, and that we make clear the foundation for those standards. Some foundations may be built on shifting sands. I use the Bible as my standard. It’s the designer’s manual and is highly reliable. Whatever standards you choose, make sure they can be trusted to remain true in all situations. Then apply them without fail.

Creativity when we are cooking makes for some fabulous food, but failure to follow certain basic rules can bring disaster and ruin. The same is true in our relationships with each other.
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