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Mothers are a Good Thing

Her children arise and call her blessed... – The Bible

The hand that rocks the cradle is the hand that rules the world. – William Ross Wallace

Think not of love as a debt – due in May or in December. – Florence Earle Coastes

On this Mother’s Day we would be remiss if we did not focus our attention on mothers. The two most important occupations that are common to societies all around the world are that of father and mother. They are also probably the most difficult, and yet they require no training at the entry level. The on-the-job training program, however, is amazing and wonderfully comprehensive.

Mother's Day in the U.S. was first suggested in 1872 by Julia Ward Howe, of Boston, who wrote the words to the Battle Hymn of the Republic. It wasn't until 1907 that Anna Jarvis, from Philadelphia, began a campaign to establish a national Mother's Day. Ms. Jarvis persuaded her mother's church in Grafton, West Virginia, to celebrate Mother's Day on the second anniversary of her mother's death, the second Sunday of May. By the next year Mother's Day was also celebrated in Philadelphia.

In 1910, the governor of West Virginia proclaimed the second Sunday in May as Mother's Day and a year later every state celebrated it. In 1914, President Woodrow Wilson, proclaimed Mother's Day as a national holiday that was to be celebrated annually the second Sunday of May.

The position of motherhood in this day and time is extremely challenging. Mothers are frequently pulled away from their children and into the workplace, either by choice or out of necessity. And yet in today’s society many mothers have the sole responsibility of caring for their children. Consider the following statistic for Aiken County. In 2003, the total number of babies born to single mothers was 724, or 40.7% of all babies. Births to single mothers have increased steadily over four decades.

In most of those situations the father is not involved with the child at all. Hence often mothers must be the breadwinners for the family while at the same time raising their children without the help of a father. Why aren’t the fathers there? Where are they? Good questions.

To emphasize the importance of the mother, however, think about the following quote, relevant when the father is around: “The most important thing a father can do for his children is to love their mother” (Theodore Hesburgh). Or consider the following: “Research has shown a child who sees his mother mistreated is more damaged than if the child himself is abused” (Steven Stosny).

Motherhood starts out being costly, either in time and discomfort during the pregnancy, or during the interminable time prior to adopting a child. And it doesn’t get easier. Motherhood certainly is representative of the agony and the ecstasy of life.

We can most appropriately recognize Mother’s Day by restoring the position of motherhood to a position of honor. We have so trivialized the role of a mother today that it has almost become a burden that people avoid. For many the position of being a mother has become an undesirable consequence of sex. Society has provided many options for dealing with that undesirable result of sex: we can abort our babies, we can put them up for adoption (certainly much better than death), we can let relatives raise them, we can insist that it somehow is someone else’s responsibility to raise our children.

As we focus on relationships, the relationship we have with our mothers is probably the most defining one in our life.

"We only have One Mom, One Mommy, One Mother in this World, One life. Don't wait for the Tomorrows to tell Mom, you love her.  To the world you might just be one person, but to one person you might just be the world.” (Author Unknown)
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