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Marriage is Like a Tree in Your House

Marriage is a public declaration of a man and a woman that they have formed a secret alliance, with the intention to belong to, and share with each other, a mystical estate; mystical exactly in the sense that the real experience cannot be communicated to others, nor explained even to oneself on rational grounds. – Katharine Anne Porter

A marriage based on full confidence, based on complete and unqualified frankness on both sides; they are not keeping anything back; there’s no deception underneath it all. If I might so put it, it’s an agreement for the mutual forgiveness of sin.  – Henrik Ibsen

We have talked in the past about the fact that both the husband and the wife must give 100 percent if the marriage is to survive. A successful marriage is not an agreement where each spouse contributes their fair share – the 50/50 arrangement. It is a covenant where each contributes their all, no matter what the other one does.

Let’s look for a moment at the 50/50 marriage agreement. It’s like two people buying condominiums right next to each other. These condos have doors between the two. The residents, a male in one and a female in the other, can go back and forth freely and usually share everything in common, per agreement. If the agreement is broken or someone becomes upset or angry rooms may become off limits and doors may get locked. But as long as they both are having their own needs met, everything is fine.

If the disagreements become too great, or if one of them decides to quit the arrangement, they can always isolate the condos and each can go his/her own separate ways, since basically that’s what they were doing anyhow. If children came out of the arrangement, they may have to open the door between the condos periodically. And there may be some confusion on the part of the children that will have to be addressed, since they may not know which, or feel that neither, condo is their home.

Now let us consider the covenant marriage. I refer you to an excellent book by Mike Mason called “The Mystery of Marriage.” The following quote comes from his book:

“A marriage, or a marriage partner, may be compared to a great tree growing right up through the center of one’s living room. It is something that is just there, and it is huge, and everything has been build around it, and wherever one happens to be going – to the fridge, to bed, to the bathroom, or out the front door – the tree has to be taken into account. It cannot be gone through; it must respectfully be gone around. It is somehow bigger and stronger than oneself. True, it could be chopped down, but not without tearing the house apart. And certainly it is beautiful, unique, exotic; but also, let’s face it, is at times an enormous inconvenience.”

Mr. Mason presents a very interesting perspective. Let me expand the view. When we first see this word picture, we probably think the tree is our spouse, and we must take into account the tree’s (read spouse’s) presence in all of our actions. However, consider this thought.

The tree is neither the husband nor the wife in this household; it is that entity that is created when the husband and wife come together. It is at one time neither one of them and yet both of them.

The fact that we must ponder is that whether you enter into a 50/50 agreement with your spouse, or you have a 100/100 covenant relationship, that tree grows when two come together. The removal of that tree is terribly destructive to all, children and spouses alike, no matter what kind of “agreement” existed. Remember, relationships are what it is all about. They make us and break us.
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