Family and Marriage Column 3.16.08R
The True Heroes in Our Society

“If I have seen further it is by standing on the shoulders of giants.” – Isaac Newton

“Do you wish to be great? Then begin by being. Do you desire to construct a vast and lofty fabric? Think first about the foundations of humility. The higher your structure is to be, the deeper must be its foundations.” – Augustine

Recently several men who were close friends of mine died. Right here in Aiken. Maybe your friends, too. So what, you say? Men and women die every day. Is there something different about them?

These close friends of mine received no media attention, other than an obituary notice shortly after death. And yet they are the true super heroes of our land. Perhaps more so than many whose lives are constantly in the public eye. It’s worth taking a moment to review their qualities, so I will focus on one that died just a couple of weeks ago. He is typical of the others. We’ll call him Tom.

Tom was not known for his athletic prowess, but he loved watching from the sidelines, especially when those he loved were on the field. His favorite was baseball. He cheered his children on to victory in their sports events. And he was his grandchildrens' greatest fan. He was at every game; wouldn't miss one for anything. Always dependable, and of course, always encouraging his grandchildren by telling them what great athletes they were.

Music wasn’t one of Tom’s strong points, either, but the rest of his family was into a variety of musical expressions. So Tom was frequently seen in the car chauffeuring them to practice and musical events, and in the audience exercising his normal role as cheerleader and encourager.

Being in front of crowds wasn’t something that Tom enjoyed; he was happy supporting his family and friends as they took leadership roles in various events. He could sometimes be seen in the background setting up chairs and equipment and making sure those in front looked good. He wasn’t obvious; he didn’t need to be. You just knew he would be there.

The head of a large corporation Tom wasn’t. He showed up on time and met and went beyond expectations in his work performance. People went to him when they wanted an honest answer and wisdom from someone whose strength of character was acknowledged and respected.

Tom also supported his family and friends in another role which receives far too little attention. He spent time in the military providing for their defense, and also yours and mine. It cost him some of his life, but he didn’t mind. He thought we were worth it.

Whether it was on the home front, or overseas, the memory and impact of those relationships lives on.

In the Bible husbands are told to “love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her.” Tom did this for his wife and for his family, and many times for his friends. Tom put others first.

We applaud those men who love their wives and their children sacrificially, faithfully going off to work everyday, always being there when needed. They bring to mind another verse from the Bible which says that the last shall be first.

Consider this short anonymous poem entitled “A True Hero.”

A true hero gets out of bed every morning

and goes about life’s daily tasks

unnoticed, unassuming, and unsung.

A true hero takes on responsibility, gives out credit,

and always looks for a way to solve the problem.

A true hero speaks kindly, acts fairly,

endures patiently, enjoys easily.

And, facing every day with simple strength,

a true hero persists in the things that matter.

And what matters? Relationships. With God and man. They live on forever.
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