Family and Marriage 2/4/07R

Courtesy Counts

If love is the foundation of happy marriage good manners are the walls and roof. – Countess Clarita de Forceville

The measure of a truly great man is the measure with which he treats small men - Anonymous

Do we behave at home in a manner that would not be acceptable in the workplace or in any social environment? On your day off, is it OK to skip your morning shave, forget about combing your hair, and lounge around in dirty or grubby clothes?

We know of one man who thought the answer to these questions was yes. Then one day he had a rude awakening when he realized how he was treating his wife and children, the most important people in his life. He recognized that he was more concerned with how he came across to his coworkers on the job and to people he encountered in the marketplace, people he didn’t even know!, than his own family.

Our presentation of ourselves to others is a reflection of how we feel towards others. If we don’t care about others and consider them of no value, then it doesn’t matter to us how they see us. Think about it. When you see someone dressed in an unappealing way, don’t you sense an immediate barrier? That barrier may be partially due to our own prejudices and background, but it is there nevertheless.  

It’s not that our dress and appearance must be totally driven by what others might think of us. We just need to be aware of the impact we have on others. A stranger who sees your normally clean-shaven face with a day’s worth of shadow doesn’t care or even notice, but your wife will certainly observe the difference and may feel like you don’t care about her.

By the way, all this goes for the lady of the house as well. If you spend the day at home with your husband and your hair is in curlers, your bathrobe is droopy, and your slippers are sloppy, what are you telling him?

Even more important than our outward appearance are our words and our actions. Why is it that we speak words to our spouse or children with content and tone that we never use with others? Familiarity with those around us doesn’t excuse insensitive or even abusive words.

Are we more likely to refill someone else’s coffee cup at work than we are our spouse’s at home? Are we more likely to open the door for a stranger carrying a heavy package than we are for someone in our family?

One more question – why is all this important? We suggest two reasons. First of all, we are all about building relationships, and relationships are built fundamentally on our love for each other. Love is much more a verb than a noun. It has to be demonstrated. Demonstrating love through our behavior towards another also enhances that person’s feelings of value and worth.

The second reason is very basic. It can be summed up in the statement “be faithful with the little.” This is one of God’s principles that applies to so much in life. If we practice the little courtesies daily around our loved ones, our relationships with them will grow. It is also very likely that we will have better relationships at work and wherever else we interact with others.

We close with this quote:
Life is a boomerang. What we are and do comes back to us: “Cast thy bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find it after many days” (Eccl. 11:1). 

“Each one is the inheritor of himself.
           For life is the mirror of king and slave,

'tis just what we are and do;
           Then give to the world the best you have,
           And the best will come back to you!” – W. B. Knight
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