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The One the Father Loves the Most

“Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.” – The Golden Rule

“The deeds of love are less questionable than any action of an individual can be, for, it being founded on the rarest mutual respect, the parties incessantly stimulate each other to a loftier and purer life, and the act in which they are associated must be pure and noble indeed, for innocence and purity can have no equal. In this relation we deal with one whom we respect more religiously even than we respect our better selves, and we shall necessarily conduct as in the presence of God. What presence can be more awful to the lover than the presence of his beloved?” – Henry David Thoreau 
Bruce Manning, in his book “From Lion and Lamb," tells of a professor of his who once related the following story: “I’m one of thirteen children. One day when I was playing in the street of our hometown, I got thirsty and came into the house for a glass of water. My father had just come home from work to have lunch. He was sitting at the kitchen table with a neighbor.

“A door separated the kitchen from the pantry and my father didn’t know I was there. The neighbor said to my father, ‘Joe, there’s something I’ve wanted to ask you for a long time. You have thirteen children. Out of all of them is there one that is your favorite, one you love more than all the others?’

"I had my ear pressed against the door hoping against hope it would be me. ‘That’s easy,’ my father said. ‘That’s Mary, the twelve-year-old. She just got braces on her teeth and feels so awkward and embarrassed that she won’t go out of the house anymore. Oh, but you asked about my favorite. That’s my twenty-three-year-old Peter. His fiancée just broke their engagement, and he is desolate.’

“’But the one I really love the most is little Michael. He’s totally uncoordinated and terrible in any sport he tries to play. But of course, the apple of my eye is Susan. Only twenty-four, living in her own apartment, and developing a drinking problem. I cry for Susan. But I guess of all the kids…’ and my father went on, mentioning each of his thirteen children by name.”

The professor ended his story saying: “What I learned was that the one my father loved most was the one who needed him most at that time.” Can we develop the kind of active love towards others that is strongest when they need us, and not when we need them?

In the parable of the lost sheep in the Bible we read of a man who has a hundred sheep, and one wanders away. “And if he finds it, I tell you the truth, he is happier about that one sheep than about the ninety-nine that did not wander off.”

There is something about love that enables us to go after the hurting, and often the unlovely. Is our spouse ever unlovely? Do our children ever “go astray?” In God’s eyes, it appears that love is more closely connected to action than to emotion.

 It’s curious that most modern dictionaries primarily define the word love as a noun, whereas in Webster’s original American Dictionary of the English Language (published in 1828), the first definitions of love are as a verb.

Today we tend to think of love as a feeling or emotion that someone or something stimulates in us. It may be more beneficial to our relationships if we consider love primarily as an action directed towards others. A famous line from one of Elizabeth Barrett Browning’s sonnets says, “How do I love thee? Let me count the ways.” How many ways can we love those around us, this time of year, and all year long?
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