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Don’t Settle for a Good Marriage

Ah, but a man's reach should exceed his grasp -- or what's a heaven for? – Robert Browning

Don't be afraid to give up the good for the great. – Kenny Rogers

What is one of the most difficult obstacles we have to overcome if we want to have a great marriage? The answer is simple yet the challenge it presents is formidable. If we want to have a great marriage, we must be willing to move beyond a good marriage.

Zig Ziglar, a powerful motivation speaker and writer, wrote a best-selling book, “See You At The Top.” In a chapter entitled “From Mediocrity to Meteority” Ziglar says the following: “Desire is the ingredient that changes the hot water of mediocrity to the steam of outstanding success…At 211º water is hot enough for you to use to shave or to make a cup of coffee. Add one more degree and that hot water changes into steam which will power a locomotive around this country or propel a steamship around the world.”

It is often said that “better” is the enemy of “best.” Having a “better” marriage enables us to keep up with and perhaps even be “better” than the Jones next door. It may even make us comfortable. Is being comfortable bad? It is if it prevents us from improving. And why do we even compare ourselves with the Jones? They most likely have their own problems.

Our goal in life and in marriage should be to be better than we were yesterday. Not better than somebody else. Better than ourselves the day before. As I noted in an earlier article, everything in this world either gets better or worse. It never stays the same. So if we settle for “good,” we will find ourselves and our marriages drifting backward.

Let’s push on to “best.” For each of us, that will be something unique. There are some common factors to consider, however.  In their book “The Complete Guide to Marriage Mentoring,” Drs. Les and Leslie Parrott outline how to “maximize” marriage, moving from good to great.

They identify three common issues which hinder the growth of a marriage from good to great: selfishness (rather than service), plodding along (rather than living on purpose), and merely parenting (rather than parenting with pleasure).

Selfishness can be very subtle and also very deadly. Remember before you were married how you went out of your way to do little things for the one you were trying to impress. What happens to that attitude after we get married? We fall back into the attitude of self first.

Does this mean there is no place for making one’s own needs known? Of course not. However, only when our own self-focused ways are recognized and outweighed by generosity to others in our lives can our relationships move from good to great. This takes constant effort. Even if we manage to make a particular act of service a habit (e.g. taking out the garbage before being reminded – don’t forget, habits only form after constant repetition – studies say about 20 times) our own self-preserving nature will continue to knock at the door.

The second barrier to growth rears its ugly head everywhere we go: home, work, church, community work, and life in general. There is something to be said about plodding along. After all, it’s well known that the tortoise beat the hare by “plodding along.” (Wonder if that’s really true?) Some would argue the hare had a much better time along the way.

The point is that life can become a comfortable predictable rut. Unfortunately, ruts tend to get deeper and soon bog us down. Want to add excitement to your life? Mix the plodding with purpose as well as a little playing from time to time. Next week we will discuss more about moving from good to great, from better to best. 
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