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More Beautiful

“Love is the extra effort we make in our dealings with those whom we do not like and once you understand that, you understand all. This idea that love overtakes you is nonsense. This is but a polite manifestation of sex. To love another you have to undertake some fragment of their destiny.” – Quentin Crisp

“Love is the profoundest of secrets. Divulged, even to the beloved, it is no longer love. As if it were merely I that loved you. When love ceases, then it is divulged.” – Henry David Thoreau

There is a story by an unknown author entitled More Beautiful. The question is asked, “Is there anything more beautiful in life than a boy and girl clasping clean hands and pure hearts in the path of marriage? Can there be anything more beautiful than young love?”

And the answer is given. “Yes, there is a more beautiful thing. It is the spectacle of an old man and an old woman finishing their journey together on that path. Their hands are gnarled, but still clasped, their faces are seamed, but still radiant; their hearts are physically bowed and tired, but still strong with love and devotion for one another. Yes, there is a more beautiful thing than young love. Old love.”

Today it is very common to view love as just one more emotion that is good while it lasts, but it comes and goes. Or perhaps love is something we give as a reward for performance. As long as our spouse or our children live up to our expectations, we “love” them. We may say we love them even when failure occurs, but do our actions show it? Does our love come and go like the morning fog? Is it selective?

In his book “Blue Like Jazz” author Don Martin points out that we often think of love as a commodity. We use it like money. If somebody is doing something for us, offering us something, be it gifts, time, popularity, or what have you, we feel they have value, we feel they are worth something to us, and, perhaps, we feel they are priceless. We withhold affirmation from the people who do not agree with us, but we lavishly finance the ones who do. But love doesn’t work like money. It is not a commodity. When we barter with it, we all lose.

Don Martin describes his relationship with a man with whom he had to interact but had some very dislikable behaviors. And Don’s distaste came through. He realized by withholding love from this man, he was coming across as judgmental, snobbish, proud, and mean. Don wanted to help this man improve his behavior, but he was using his love like money, withholding it to get him to be what Don wanted him to be.

Not only was his approach not working, Don realized that he was disobeying God’s plan for relationships. Don also recognized a very simple truth: nobody will listen to you unless they sense that you like them. Depending on your position, others may do what you tell them to, but only because they have to, not because they want to.

Don decided to change his attitude towards the other man. As he did so, things became different, not in his friend, but in himself. To quote Don, “I was happy. Before, I had all this negative tension flipping around in my gut, all this judgmentalism and pride and loathing of other people. I hated it, and now I was set free. I was free to love.”

The old man and the old woman in the opening story no doubt faced many difficulties in their long marriage, but they had learned to love each other the way they were and not the way they wanted the other to be. Love is not a commodity to be given sparingly. Love only increases as you give it away.
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