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Marriage, Where the Difference Makes the Difference    

Men and women belong to different species, and communication between them is a science still in its infancy – Bill Cosby

Each one of you must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband – The Bible      

Have you ever noticed that men and women are different – from each other? Now I don’t mean different in the sense of good or bad. Just different. Some people would try to tell us that men and women are the same, but they can’t fool me. Speaking as a man, I can say that some of the differences are wonderful and delightful to behold; and others are just downright confusing.

These differences, as interesting and exciting as they are, also present challenges to us, especially in our marriage relationships. Men definitely have to learn to communicate differently to their wives than to their buddies. When John comes to Joe with a problem, Joe quickly proposes a solution and the two of them go about fixing the problem. But when Joe’s wife Jane approaches him with a concern, she probably doesn’t want a solution; she wants sympathy and solicitude. When she realizes that Joe loves her in the midst of her problem, she happily goes about finding her own solution, in her own time.

It’s a well-known but often forgotten fact that men are primarily driven by accomplishment. They want to excel at work, win at sports, and in general conquer the enemy (or whoever). Women, on the other hand, prefer relationship. They are much more effective overcoming the enemy (or whoever) through persuasion rather than power.

In the New York Times bestseller book, “Men are from Mars, Women are from Venus,” author John Gray presents the whimsical premise that many years ago, all men lived on Mars and all women lived on Venus. Once they got together, they respected and enjoyed their differences--until one day when everybody woke up completely forgetting that they had once come from different planets. And ever since, men mistakenly expect women to think and communicate and react the way men do, and women expect men to think and communicate and react the way women do. These unrealistic expectations cause frustration. But when we understand the God-given differences between male and female, we have more realistic expectations of the other sex, and our frustration level drops.

A man and woman can make their marriage relationship wonderful and not woeful when they learn that they have different needs and then go about attempting to meet these needs in each other. Dr. Willard Harley, in his book “His Needs Her Needs,” says that a woman’s most important needs are:

• Affection
• Conversation
• Honesty and openness
• Financial support
• Family commitment

On the other hand, man’s most important needs are:

• Sexual fulfillment
• Recreational companionship
• Physical attractiveness
• Domestic support
• Admiration

They are different. Another way of looking at it is to say that men tend to be goal-oriented. They want to get from point A to point B as efficiently and effectively as possible. Women are happy to join the men on the trip, because the women want the relationship, but they also want to enjoy the journey. They are more process-oriented. This journey through life will be much more exciting and fulfilling if we men and women realize that we’re both going to the same place, and we do it most effectively by working together, bringing to the trip our own unique characteristics and personalities.
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